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- ALT news. Reported to the group on the good news from Amagasaki

about our branch member who will turn 65 this year. EWA has successfully
negotiated for the city to eliminate the retirement age limit not only for our
member but all city workers. This will set a precedent for other cities to
follow. Amagasaki has also introduced out-sourcing for ALTs including

several from countries where English is not a 'native’ first language. We need
to fight out-sourcing. University members reported that their universities were
actually using on-line ‘classes' with instructors in the Philippines for some non

-credit classes.

- University news. Reported that there has been a huge increase in working
hours with no increase in compensation due to the changes caused by
COVID19. Members have been suddenly required to use and be proficient at
various new on-line teaching platforms and software. They have must teach
The

retirement age continues to be an issue at Kindai and other universities. At

not only in-class but also on-line and on-demand at the same time.

Kindai it appears the limit has been raised to 66 and may eventually reach 70.
But, there is a lot of confusion and if this applies to all departments and
campuses. More effort is needed to fight the retirement age limit.
- EWA and the press. We heard from our Osaka-fu member who is very
skillful at using the press to gain public understanding and support for various
causes. He suggests EWA and the TNC in particular should be
communicating with and more actively trying to use the press to report on
our issues.
- And most importantly, we discussed our long term member who is battling
cancer. Shockingly, he is also having to fight Osaka City University because
of his treatment. We need to support his efforts.
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